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January 8, 2026

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

U.S. Secretary for Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedly,

We write to commend the Department of Health and Human Services for its renewed
focus on strengthening the foster care system and improving outcomes for children
who cannot safely remain with their families or who lack a permanent family setting.
Foster care is too often treated as a secondary issue in broader policy debates, despite
the massive role it plays in the lives of some of the most vulnerable children in this
country. We appreciate the administration’s efforts to elevate it as a national priority.

Initiatives such as “A Home for Every Child"” are practical and child-centered, ensuring
that children in care have access to stable, appropriate, family-based placements.
Encouraging states to build sufficient foster-home capacity and improve placement
matching recognizes the fact that children do better when systems are designed
around their individual needs, without bureaucracy getting in the way.

As a women's organization dedicated to advancing policies that improve opportunity
and well-being, we also applaud the president’s recent executive order underscoring
the importance of child-centered decision-making across federal programs touching
foster care. Federal leadership plays a critical role in signaling to states that a
transparent foster care system that is held accountable to the public is crucial in
assuring the well-being of foster children.

As states respond to this renewed focus, we encourage continued attention to the full
range of issues affecting children in foster care, including how benefits intended for
their support are understood, administered, and safeguarded. Ensuring that state and
local agencies are fully aware of the legal framework and the concerns that have been
raised around children’s benefits can help promote responsible practices that are
aligned with children’s long-term interests.

Every child deserves dignity. We appreciate HHS's engagement on these complex
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issues and its willingness to work with states to strengthen foster care systems. We
look forward to continued progress and dialogue as these efforts move forward.

Respectfully,

Corvvia Lukan

Carrie Lukas
President
Independent Women

cc: Assistant Secretary Alex Adams
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