
August 1, 2024

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Male Violence Against Women in Olympics

Dear Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Speaker Johnson, and Leader Jeffries,

Today, Thursday, August 1, 2024, we witnessed a man fighting a woman in a boxing ring at the 
Paris Olympic Games. We will see this happen again tomorrow. On the largest stage in the 
world, at an event that should symbolize the best of humanity, male violence against women 
has become a sport.

This should never have happened and should never happen again. 

Our Bodies, Our Sports coalition — women’s rights organizations, feminist organizations, 
sports organizations, female Olympians and lawyers — is calling on Congress to hold hearings 
to consider all additional actions that can be taken to apply maximum pressure upon the 
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International Olympic Committee (IOC) and any other sport organization that has supported 
the IOC in condoning these barbarous practices, including scrutiny of the role of the United 
States Olympic and Paralympic Committee (USOPC). Our organizations are determined to end 
this cruel and inhumane disregard for basic safeguarding of women. 

Please see the attached demand letter from Our Bodies, Our Sports to the USOPC sent July 
31, 2024. The IOC has failed to protect either women or the principle of fairness in sports by 
permitting males to compete in combat sports. We urge the USOPC and members of the United 
States government to file protests and to use every legal, public, and diplomatic opportunity at 
your disposal to protect female boxers and demand that these male athletes are immediately 
removed from the women’s boxing competition.

Sincerely, 

https://www.iwf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/OBOS-USOPC_Boxing-Letter.pdf

