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WELCOMING REMARKS
Carrie Lukas

President, Independent Women’s Forum

Honoring

GENTLEMAN OF DISTINCTION
U.S. Congressman Dan Crenshaw

Proudly Serving Texas’s 2nd Congressional District, Navy Seal

PRESENTED BY Heather Higgins
Chairman, Independent Women’s Forum

BARBARA K. OLSON WOMAN OF VALOR
Maria Bartiromo

Anchor and Global Markets Editor,
FOX Business Network - FOX News Channel

PRESENTED BY Tammy Bruce
President, Independent Women’s Voice

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
Ayla Brown

Former American Idol Finalist and Country Music Star



THE AWARDS

Gentleman Of Distinction

The Gentleman of Distinction Award celebrates a gentleman that is
committed to protecting and defending our American ideals and
works to create a stronger and healthier society. He also exemplifies
a commitment to respect and civil discourse, showing generosity
and kindness to critics, while remaining steadfast in his beliefs. He is
an advocate for limited government, economic liberty, and personal
freedom, and promotes equal opportunities for women and men.

PAST HONOREES
Larry Kudlow
Mike Rowe
Mark Steyn
Ed Gillespie
Steve Forbes

Barbara K. Olson Woman Of Valor

The Barbara K. Olson Woman of Valor Award has been bestowed
upon some of the most influential female leaders in the country since
2004. It recognizes extraordinary women who have demonstrated
a firm commitment to liberty, limited government, and personal
responsibility, and whose work has helped make significant
improvements to the lives of women and their loved ones.

PAST HONOREES
US Education Secretary Betsy DeVos
Ambassador Nikki Haley
Kellyanne Conway
Carly Fiorina
The Honorable Barbara Comstock
Ayaan Hirsi Ali
The Honorable Marsha Blackburn
The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers
The Honorable Mary Bono
The Honorable R. Gaull Silberman
The Honorable Nancy G. Brinker
The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
The Honorable Lynne V. Cheney



Y
OPENING REMARKS
Carrie Lukas

President of Independent Women’s Forum

Carrie is the president of Independent Women’s Forum and vice
president at Independent Women’s Voice. She is the author of
Checking Progressive Privilege, an Encounter Broadside released
summer 2019, and co-author of Liberty Is No War on Women,
and author of The Politically Incorrect Guide to Women, Sex,
and Feminism, which was published by Regnery Publishing.

Lukas’s writing has appeared in The Wall Street Journal, The
Washington Post, USA Today, and The New York Post. She contributes
to the National Review and Forbes.com. She has testified before
the House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Social Security and
House Committee on Education and the Workforce subcommittee
on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions on paid leave.

Before joining IWF in 2003, Lukas worked on Capitol Hill as a senior
domestic policy analyst for the House Republican Policy Committee
and for the Cato Institute. She is a graduate of Princeton University
and Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, and has five children.



PRESENTATION OF THE
GENTLEMAN OF DISTINCTION AWARD

Heather Higgins

Chairman of Independent Women’s Forum and
CEO of Independent Women'’s Voice

Heather’s background is in finance, public policy, and media,
all happily combined with an inclination to make trouble.

She serves as chairman of Independent Women’s Forum (IWF),
as well as being Chairman and CEO of its advocacy arm,
Independent Women'’s Voice (IWV). In addition, she serves
on the boards of both the Philanthropy Roundtable and the
Hoover Institution. She was also a commissioner on the Women'’s
Suffrage Centennial Commission helping to coordinate the
nationwide 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment this year.

Heather has been recognized as one of Campaigns & Elections
50 Most Influential People for her issue advocacy and a
leader who will shape future election cycles. In addition to
receiving numerous awards for her innovative approaches to
campaign messaging, in 2016 she also received the American
Spectator’s first “Lifetime Service to the Movement” Award.

She writes most frequently for the Wall Street Journal where she
used to be an editorial writer and she often does television and radio
to discuss public policy and politics—indeed if you are ever up early,
you may see her co-hosting “Mornings with Maria” on Fox Business.



GENTLEMAN OF DISTINCTION
Congressman Dan Crenshaw

Serving Texas’s 2nd Congressional District, Navy Seal

Originally from the Houston area, Rep. Dan Crenshaw is a proud
6th generation Texan. From an early age, Dan knew that he
wanted to serve his country with the most elite fighting force in
history: the U.S. Navy SEALs. In 2006, Dan graduated from Tufts
University, where he earned his Naval officer commission through
Navy ROTC. Following graduation, he immediately reported to
SEAL training in Coronado, CA, where he met his future wife, Tara.
After graduating SEAL training, Dan deployed to Fallujah, Iraqg to
join SEAL Team Three, his first of five deployments overseas.

On Dan’s third deployment in 2012, his life changed forever. After
six months of combat operations, he was hit by an IED blast during
a mission in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was evacuated
and awoke from his medically induced coma learning that his right
eye had been destroyed in the blast and his left eye was badly
damaged. Dan was completely blind and the doctors did not believe
he would ever see again. Tara stood by him every day and night,
keeping faith and praying he would see again. After several difficult
surgeries and months of fighting a tough diagnosis, Dan eventually
regained sight in his left eye, a miracle according to the head
surgeon. Dan refused to quit and went on to deploy twice more,
first back to the Middle East in 2014 and then South Korea in 2016.

Dan was medically retired in September of 2016 as a Lieutenant
Commander after serving ten years in the SEAL Teams. He left



service with two Bronze Stars (one with Valor), the Purple Heart,
and the Navy Commendation Medal with Valor, among others.
Soon after, Dan completed his Master’s in Public Administration at
the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. Dan then returned
to Houston, where his community was hit by Hurricane Harvey.
The storm brought devastation the region had never seen. He
spent his time volunteering in areas of Katy, helping his neighbors
recover from the damage. He saw first-hand the unthinkable losses
that Texas suffered, but he also saw Texan grit and resilience.
This inspired him to do more for his community. Dan and Tara
decided that the best way to serve the people of Texas would
be in elected office. In November 2018, Dan was elected to
represent the people of Texas’s Second Congressional District.

Dan believes in service before self and understands that there is

no higher calling than service to the American people. Although

he can no longer fight on the battlefield, the integrity, leadership,
vision, and tenacity he learned in the SEAL teams are present
every day in his fight for common sense solutions in Congress.



PRESENTATION OF THE BARBARA K. OLSON
WOMAN OF VALOR AWARD

Tammy Bruce

President of Independent Women'’s Voice

Tammy is the President of Independent Women’s Voice, IWF’s
advocacy arm. Tammy is also a Fox News Channel and Fox Business
Network Political Contributor, New York Times bestselling author,
columnist for the Washington Times, and the host of the “Tammy Bruce
Show,” a New Media radio program streaming worldwide focusing on
culture and politics through an Independent Conservative prism.

A Democrat up until 2008 when she officially became an
Independent, Tammy was a ‘community organizer’ through the 1990s
as president of the Los Angeles chapter of NOW (she’s sorry), and
worked on a number of Democratic campaigns. In the mid-1990s,
she saw the light and embraced libertarian and conservative ideals.

Her first book, The New Thought Police, which focused on free
speech and the rise of left-wing McCarthyism, was published in
2001. Her second book, The Death of Right and Wrong, also for
Random House, addresses the rise of moral relativism in society
and quickly became a New York Times best seller. Tammy’s
latest work, The New American Revolution, was published by
Harper Collins/Morrow and is now available in paperback.

Tammy holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from the
University of Southern California, from which she graduated
cum laude, and is a PhD candidate at Claremont Graduate.



BARBARA K. OLSON WOMAN OF VALOR
Maria Bartiromo

Anchor and Global Markets Editor,
FOX Business Network - FOX News Channel

Maria Bartiromo joined FOX Business Network (FBN) as Global
Markets Editor in January 2014, after 20 years at CNBC. She is the
anchor of Mornings with Maria on FBN (6-9 AM/ET) and anchors

Sunday Morning Futures, the most watched Sunday morning
program on cable (10 AM/ET) on FOX News Channel (FNC).

Bartiromo was also named the new anchor for Maria Bartiromo’s Wall
Street on FBN (airing Fridays at 9 PM/ET) in April 2017. The network
is available in more than 80 million homes in all markets across
the United States. Bartiromo has been a pioneer in her industry.

In 1995, she became the first journalist to report live from the
floor of the New York Stock Exchange on a daily basis.

She has covered business and the economy for more than 30 years
and was one of the building blocks of business cable network CNBC.

In 2009, the Financial Times named Bartiromo one of the “50 Faces That
Shaped the Decade.” She was the first female journalist inducted into the
Cable Hall of Fame and she has moderated three presidential debates.

On October 27, 2020, Threshold Editions, an imprint of Simon & Schuster,
published THE COST: Trump, China, and American Revival, co-written
by Maria Bartiromo and James Freeman of the Wall Street Journal.



MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
Ayla Brown

Former American Idol Finalist and Country Music Star

From parachuting with the Army Golden Knights jump team, lighting
up the scoreboard for Boston College Basketball, or acting as a main
correspondent for national news programs, Ayla Brown is no stranger
to the spotlight. Most recently, she has been named as the Morning
Show Co-host at Country 102.5 in Boston. “Jonathan Wier and Ayla
Brown” can be heard weekdays from 5:30 to 9am on WKLB-FM.

Musically, Ayla has released two full length albums, Heroes &
Hometowns and Let Love In, both to critical acclaim and her new single,
“Label,” is available on all digital platforms, and a duo project with
musician, Rob Bellamy called Make it Mean Something. Some of her
national performances include the Orange Bowl, the Boston Pops 4th of
July spectacular, Fox & Friends, ESPN’s Monday Night Football, and The
Huckabee Show. She was also a finalist on nationally renowned television
program American Idol, and she continues to utilize her vast repertoire
of talents while advancing her already successful and illustrious career.

Recognized as a pioneer and entrepreneur, Ayla founded and owns
her own record company, Ambient Entertainment. Having a keen eye
for business and building mutually successful partnerships, Ayla enjoys
outstanding corporate relationships with the likes of Hilton Hotels,
MAC Cosmetics, Texas Roadhouse, New Balance and Zager Guitars.

Ayla is supported by her parents, former United
States Senator of Massachusetts, Scott Brown and TV
reporter, Gail Huff as well as her sister, Arianna.



COUNTDOWN ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY
Gracie Terzian

Jazz Singer, Songwriter, and Ukulelist

A native of the Washington, D.C. area, Gracie Terzian is a
singer, songwriter, ukulelist, and actor now living in New York
City. She gained attention in the jazz world with the release of
her debut EP, Saints and Poets, which debuted at #23 on the

Billboard jazz charts and quickly became the #3 jazz album
on iTunes. As an ukulelist, she is known for playing unusual
instruments, including the harp ukulele and electric ukulele.

Terry Teachout, jazz critic and author of Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington,
says, “Don’t let the cool, sophisticated surface of Saints and Poets
fool you: Gracie Terzian is a deep-dyed romantic who tells her tales
of modern love with quiet delicacy and an inborn musicality that’s

impossible to overlook. Of such debuts are great careers made.”

A member of Actors’ Equity Association, Gracie has worked
extensively in theatre and film as an actor, singer, dancer/
acrobat and composer. She has performed at many theatres
including the Kennedy Center, Ford’s Theatre, Shakespeare
Theatre Company, Folger Theatre and the American Theatre
of Actors. She is a graduate of the University of Virginia.

Gracie is also an IWF offspring. Her mother, Grace Paine Terzian,
former IWF senior vice president and one of a group of early
founders of the organization, raised Gracie in the midst of
producing IWF’s celebrated Women’s Quarterly, and other duties.



WHO WE ARE

IWF Board of Directors
Heather R. Higgins, Chairman
Yvonne S. Boice
Tarren Bragdon
Giovanna Cugnasca
The Hon. Nan Hayworth
Mike Leven
Abby Moffat
Myles Pollin

IWF Board of Directors Emeritae
Michaelon Wright

IWF Staff
Carrie Lukas, President
Amber Schwartz, Executive Vice President

Communications
Victoria Coley, Vice President of Communications
Meghan Agostinelli, Communications Coordinator
Cassie Alsfeld, Senior Digital Marketing Advisor
Sekayi Brunson, Graphic Design Lead
McKenzie Holmes, Communications Intern
Natalie Le, Communications and Policy Assistant
Meghan Liuzzo, Communications Assistant
Elizabeth Tew, Senior Manager of Communications
Michele Vogt, Digital Media Director

External Relations
Andi Bottner, Senior Advisor
Ashley Macleay, Director of External Relations

Investor Relations
Somerlyn Cothran, Senior Vice President of Investor Relations
Jennifer Marquez, Director of Foundation Relations
Casidy McMeans, Development Associate
Jamie Whitefield, Investor Relations Coordinator



Policy
Hadley Heath Manning, Director of Policy
Kelsey Bolar, Senior Policy Analyst
Jennifer Braceras, Director of Independent Women’s Law Center
Julie Gunlock, Director of Center for Progress and Innovation
Charlotte Hays, Director of Cultural Programs, Senior Editor
Erin Hawley, Senior Legal Fellow, Independent Women’s Law Center
Natalie Le, Policy Associate
Heather Madden, Director of Operations and Policy Research
Patrice Onwuka, Senior Policy Analyst
Inez Feltscher Stepman, Senior Policy Analyst
Charlotte Whelan, Policy Analyst

Senior Fellows
Karin Agness
Dr. Qanta Ahmed
Vicki E. Alger, Ph.D
Laura Carno
Amy Oliver Cooke
Rachel DiCarlo Currie
Beverly Hallberg
Angela Logomasini
Elisha Maldonado
Naomi Schaefer Riley
Claudia Rosett
Lisa Schiffren
Kristin Shapiro
Christina Villegas

Independent Women’s Forum (IWF) is dedicated to developing
and advancing policies that aren’t just well-intended, but actually
enhance people’s freedom, opportunities, and well-being.
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