
The novel coronavirus has changed American life in important and 
lasting ways: 

	 Americans have become newly aware of the tremendous threat 
that pandemics, and other unexpected events, pose to our way 
of life. 

	 We are more aware of how our interconnected world—a source 
of incredible strength in so many ways—creates numerous 
vulnerabilities and risks. 

	 Millions of Americans have lost their jobs; thousands of 
businesses have closed and many face ongoing new expenses, 
limitations to their operations, and other challenges. We 
need to help businesses reopen, people to find jobs, and to 
find innovative ways to ensure that society not only resumes 
functioning, but thrives. 

	 We need governments to be flexible and responsive for 
emergencies; we need to prepare better and reserve more 
resources for times like these. 

The good news is that we have the opportunity to learn from this 
experience and create a more prepared, resilient, and innovative society. 

Policy Prescriptions for Restoring 
the American Dream of Health, 
Happiness, and Opportunity in 

a World With Coronavirus



The even better news is that progress already is being made. 

	 Antiquated rules govern health care delivery are being 
loosened, allowing healthcare professionals to find new and 
better ways to serve patients. 

	 Democratic and Republican governors, as well as the federal 
government, are making long-overdue changes to regulations 
that limit how people can work and contribute to society. 

	 Schools are thinking outside the box about how to impart 
information and skills to students. Out of necessity, parents 
have reclaimed their place at the center of their children’s 
education, finding themselves “accidentally” crisis-
homeschooling and helping with lessons and homework, and 
assessing the value of their schools’ curriculums.

	 Businesses are leading the way with innovative solutions, 
from the development of mass testing capabilities to better 
distribution of essential goods around the country. 

	 Americans recognize that our country needs reliable supplies 
of critical materials, and we do not want to have to depend on 
untrustworthy trading partners. While international cooperation 
is critical, we need to ensure that institutions like the World 
Health Organization are not unfairly dominated by countries like 
China. Otherwise, we need to develop coalitions and methods to 
replace them when they fail to fulfill their intended purposes. 

The public wants this momentum to continue. To follow are steps that 
can be taken today to help us get through this crisis and create a 
world that is better prepared for the future, whatever it may hold. 

Sincerely,

Carrie Lukas		  Hadley Manning
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REINVIGORATING THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK

With tens of millions of Americans newly out of work, it is more important than 
ever that we embrace policy reforms that make it easier for employers to create, 
and workers to find, jobs. Reforms should provide:

	 OPPORTUNITY: Protect From COVID-Related Lawsuits: Without legal 
immunity, businesses of all types, as well as many schools and childcare 
providers, will hesitate to reopen out of fear that they will be sued by those 
who get sick. Lawmakers must limit the COVID-related liability of those 
that choose to reopen and must prevent those who seek to profit from 
COVID-19 from misusing the legal system. 

	 OPPORTUNITY: Reform Occupational Licensing: Several states have 
relaxed occupational licensing laws in order to allow more workers to take 
on jobs that are critical during the pandemic. These reforms should be 
expanded and made permanent. States ought to recognize licenses issued 
by other states and review their own existing licensing laws to remove 
unnecessary red tape that prevents qualified people from working. 

	 FLEXIBILITY: Protect Independent Contracting: Today, flexibility is 
more important than ever. People who have lost traditional employment 
relationships should have the ability to seek new opportunities to earn 
income as independent contractors. Legislators should pass laws to 
protect the status of gig workers and rescind destructive laws such as 
California’s AB 5, which destroyed thousands of freelance and flexible work 
arrangements, just when we need those opportunities most. 

	 FLEXIBILITY: Encourage Flexible Paid Sick Leave: Workers want sick 
leave benefits; they also want jobs. Over 90 percent of employers offer 
some form of paid leave without any government mandate or program. 
Paid sick leave benefits were expanding in the booming economy before 
the pandemic struck. Sweeping government paid-leave programs, while 
well-intended, often fail communities: Because they are slow to send 
benefits, they often don’t keep sick workers at home. Furthermore, they 
end up taking money from lower-income workers to give benefits to 
those better off. Paid leave mandates on employers make it harder for 
businesses to retain or re-employ workers, or to find innovative solutions 
(such as working from home). The emergency sick leave provisions in the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act should be 
sunsetted. Moving forward, policymakers should encourage employers to 
develop their own customized sick-leave policies related to pandemics 

https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/28/to-reopen-colleges-block-covid-related-lawsuits/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/27/will-a-child-care-shortage-prevent-americas-reopening/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/27/will-a-child-care-shortage-prevent-americas-reopening/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/03/26/reforming-licenses-a-covid-19-prescription-for-states/
https://www.iwf.org/wp-content/uploads/pdfs/Policy_Focus_The_Threat_To_Independent_Contracting_AB_5.pdf
https://www.iwf.org/2020/03/03/takeaways-the-threat-to-independent-contracting-ab-5/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/01/30/hadley-heath-manning-testified-about-paid-family-leave/
https://www.iwf.org/2019/07/08/policy-focus-expanding-paid-family-leave-without-disadvantaging-low-income-families/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/03/24/how-the-covid-19-government-paid-leave-mandate-complicates-individual-problem-solving/
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and other public health emergencies. Federal government support should 
be aimed at alleviating financial hardship due to shut down measures, not 
creating a specific new paid leave benefit that intrudes on the employer-
employee relationship. 

	 SECURITY: Reform Unemployment Insurance: Legislators have a duty 
to provide unemployment benefits to those who lost jobs in the wake of 
COVID-19. Legislators must ensure, however, that unemployment insurance 
does not encourage long-term unemployment, which can permanently 
cripple a worker’s prospects (as well as invite other threats to workers’ 
wellbeing). We must help people in need, not harm them by creating a 
disincentive to work.

https://www.iwf.org/2020/05/06/oops-generous-unemployment-benefits-entice-workers-to-stay-at-home/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/05/06/oops-generous-unemployment-benefits-entice-workers-to-stay-at-home/
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REINVENTING ACCESS TO MEDICAL TREATMENT

	 ACCESSABILITY: De-Bureaucratize Medicine: Telemedicine - which 
previously faced a host of challenges related to regulations and 
reimbursement - will help to make healthcare expertise available more 
easily to more patients at lower cost. Recent reforms to improve access to 
virtual health services should be made permanent. Prior to the pandemic, 
scope of practice laws and other regulations protected local cartels and 
created barriers for health professionals desiring to work across state lines. 
Recent reforms have rightly removed these barriers, helping more patients. 
These changes should also be made permanent.

	 ACCESSABILITY: Remove Barriers to Expanding Health Facilities: The 
pandemic has revealed that the U.S. has fewer hospital beds per capita than 
many other countries. State Certificate of Need laws are often a deliberate 
barrier to competition, supported by existing facilities to keep costs high. 
Patients deserve the lower costs that will come from expanding health 
facilities or building new ones. These regulations should be repealed.

	 SECURITY: Make Insurance Fairer and More Affordable: COVID is causing 
mass job loss, which, for many people, will cause disruptions to their 
employment-based insurance. A pandemic is a terrible time to be without 
health insurance. This highlights one of the key problems with our 
healthcare system, namely that since the 1950s and the introduction of 
high personal income taxes, we created a distorting incentive of allowing 
health care to be an untaxed benefit if it is purchased by an employer, 
linking health insurance and employment for a majority of Americans. This 
link is problematic in normal times, but the pandemic exacerbates the 
issue. Lawmakers should equalize the tax treatment between employer-
sponsored and individually-purchased health insurance to help more 
people keep the same insurance policy even when changing jobs. 

	 TRUST: Give Patients Upfront Prices: Over 80% of healthcare decisions are 
shoppable, not emergencies. Patients don’t want to be surprised or taken 
advantage of. They want to make informed healthcare decisions, but can’t 
now because of deliberate price obscurity. Hospitals and medical providers 
know what the costs of procedures will be, and have the responsibility to 
give patients that information up front, so that they can compare prices. 
Knowing the cash price, and what things will cost in advance, will give 
patients power and control, eliminate surprise bills and minimize exorbitant 
ones, and with that transparency and competition finally give Americans 
health care they can trust. 

https://thefederalist.com/2020/03/26/no-we-wouldnt-be-better-off-fighting-coronavirus-if-we-had-medicare-for-all/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/01/state-protectionism-hurting-the-coronavirus-response/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/11/pandemic-shows-danger-of-job-based-health-insurance/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/11/pandemic-shows-danger-of-job-based-health-insurance/
https://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/439308-price-transparency-is-key-to-a-functional-health-care-market


7

	 PREPAREDNESS: Fix FDA’s Emergency Authorization Process: The U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) should permanently modify its 
Emergency Authorization (EUA) procedures to remove bureaucratic 
barriers to an innovative and efficient healthcare response. In health crisis 
scenarios, the federal government should harness the innovation and 
collaboration of hospitals and labs around the country. The declaration of a 
national emergency should not turn the CDC into a test-center monopoly. 
Rather, the EUA procedures should be permanently revised to permit 
hospitals and labs to manufacture their own tests and to begin testing once 
the test has been internally validated, given that the market provides an 
appropriate check on the tests efficacy. 

	 ACCESSIBILITY: Expedite Drug and Vaccine Approvals: The FDA should 
allow for the automatic approval of drugs and vaccines approved in the 
European Union and Japan. Americans should also have the right to try 
experimental drugs and treatments in consultation with their doctors, 
especially when their life or long-term health is at stake, so long as they are 
informed of and willing to take on those risks. Doctors should maintain the 
autonomy to prescribe FDA-approved drugs to their patients as they best 
see fit, in their clinical judgment, without legal sanction. 

https://newbostonpost.com/2015/11/10/massachusetts-needs-to-pass-right-to-try-legislation-now/
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EDUCATING AND CARING FOR OUR CHILDREN 

	 K-12 Education: Schools around the country have closed to slow the spread 
of the virus. Many schools have implemented remote learning, but many 
are not delivering significant substantive content. Parents have been asked 
to step up and participate more actively in their children’s education. State 
and local leaders should: 

	 FLEXIBILITY: Create More and Better Schooling Options: State 
legislatures should be looking to extend help and flexibility to parents 
during this time. Mid-year enrollment in virtual charter schools, education 
savings account programs, and formal homeschooling status should be 
open to families. Turf wars over student dollars further injure learning 
during this critical time; traditional public schools, charters, virtual 
schools, private schools, and homeschool material providers should all be 
cooperating to provide opportunities to students and families. 

	 ACCESSIBILITY: Reopen Schools Strategically: Schools openings 
should be highly dependent on local circumstances and infection 
rates. It may be advisable to open schools in some states or areas 
well before others, and there should not be a one-size-fits-all path 
to reopening. Districts should look into whether make-up school 
over the likely-safer summer months is a feasible option. Schools 
cannot wait until the risk of individual infection is zero, which is an 
impossible goal. 

	 QUALITY: Prioritize Resources: Unfortunately, the public health crisis 
and attendant lockdowns have drained state tax coffers and school 
districts can expect substantial budget cuts for the 2020-21 school year. 
Districts should prioritize teachers’ salaries and classroom materials 
over bureaucracy and compliance staff, which have for several decades 
grown at a rate several times higher than classroom-related expenses. 

	 FOCUS: Reform the School Lunch Program: Schools should focus on 
education, not distributing food for children. Policymakers should 
find other ways to help children in need receive meals, but parents 
should be primarily responsible for feeding their children. 

	 Higher Education: Lawmakers should resist the urge to “bail out” colleges 
and universities (more than they already have in the CARES Act) or forgive 
existing student loan debt. That isn’t fair to the millions of women and men 
who have paid off their loans for their higher education, or for the tens of 

https://www.iwf.org/2018/06/04/policy-focus-what-is-school-choice/
https://www.iwf.org/2018/06/04/policy-focus-what-is-school-choice/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/2020/04/10/opinion-teachers-unions-try-thwart-education-access/5122941002/
https://www.iwf.org/2019/05/19/bernie-sanders-attacks-charter-schools-and-alienates-his-own-voters/
https://www.nationalreview.com/education-week/schools-new-social-welfare-centers-julie-gunlock/
https://www.nationalreview.com/education-week/schools-new-social-welfare-centers-julie-gunlock/
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millions of others who never went to college, choosing instead to work. 
They shouldn’t have to foot the bill for elite higher education institutions. 

	 FLEXIBILITY: Postpone Student Loan Payments: Policymakers should 
offer temporary, targeted relief for student debt to help loan holders 
who face financial hardship. 

	 OPPORTUNITY: Protect Colleges and Universities From 
Lawsuits:Policymakers should pass comprehensive liability 
protection for colleges and universities that reopen to protect them 
from COVID-related lawsuits. Absent this protection, schools and 
universities will be unable to open and millions of students will not 

	 FAIRNESS: Avoid Taxpayer-Financed Bailouts: America’s thousands 
of colleges and universities already operate on a taxpayer-backed 
business model, which helped create the student debt crisis. The 
higher education sector will, inevitably, suffer an overdue contraction 
as the economy suffers, but this cannot be justification for pouring 
even more taxpayer dollars into this already overfunded sector. Debt 
forgiveness and “free college” only benefit the university sector at 
the expense of the millions of working Americans and small business 
owners who are suffering the economic effects of this crisis.

	 PEACE OF MIND: Create More Flexible Childcare Options: Getting 
Americans back to work requires that parents have access to childcare 
when needed. Daycare centers which closed in response to the pandemic 
need to be brought back online. As with colleges and universities, 
policymakers should protect day care providers from COVID-related 
lawsuits. Additionally, governors and localities should review licensing and 
regulation of daycare and homecare facilities to remove those that are not 
needed, do not improve the quality of care, and enable existing daycare 
providers to expand and new home-based daycare providers to begin 
offering services.

https://thefederalist.com/2020/04/09/why-bigger-government-is-a-worse-threat-to-civil-liberties-than-lockdowns/
https://thehill.com/opinion/education/494916-to-reopen-colleges-block-covid-related-lawsuits
https://thehill.com/opinion/education/494916-to-reopen-colleges-block-covid-related-lawsuits
https://thefederalist.com/2020/04/22/filthy-rich-harvard-isnt-the-only-university-taxpayers-shouldnt-bail-out/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/27/will-a-child-care-shortage-prevent-americas-reopening/
https://www.iwf.org/2017/01/16/policy-focus-promoting-child-care-choice/
https://www.iwf.org/2017/01/16/policy-focus-promoting-child-care-choice/
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REVITALIZING OUR COMMUNITIES

	 PROSPERITY: Improve Infrastructure: States should make use of this 
time to expedite as many transportation-related infrastructure projects as 
possible. Completing critical infrastructure projects in a timely manner and 
helping people get training and good-paying jobs should be a priority of 
every state.

	 SECURITY: Postpone Loan Repayments and Facilitate Loans: Businesses 
and individuals facing a cash-crunch because of the lockdowns need 
options. Rather than additional government funding which shifts costs 
entirely to taxpayers, policymakers should provide short-term credit 
forbearance so that people can delay payments on rent, mortgages, 
and other debt without risking foreclosure or loss of property. These 
loans would need to be repaid, but would give people time to recover. 
Policymakers should also explore giving people other borrowing options, 
including allowing them to borrow a small amount against their future 
Social Security retirement benefits.

	 PROSPERITY: Avoid Unnecessary New Environmental Regulations: We 
should be concerned about caring for our planet. However, the threat of 
climate change is not comparable to the threat of pandemic. For answers 
on climate change, we should look to the private sector for innovative 
solutions. The effects of COVID-19 are already severe enough. No time 
is right for pushing for more regulations and costly new environmental 
projects and priorities that will kill jobs, drive up taxes, and make everyday 
life more expensive for working Americans - and particularly not now.

	 RESILIENCE: Reduce Long-Term Debt Obligations: The federal government 
is spending trillions of dollars to try to minimize the damage created by 
COVID-19, adding to our already crippling national debt. More than ever, 
policymakers have a moral duty to take a hard look at existing spending, 
as well as unfunded mandates and entitlement programs, to find a way 
to reduce government’s long-term obligations. We need to identify long-
term solutions, including scaling back entitlement programs’ promises 
to younger generations, to bend the debt curve so that we do not tie the 
hands of future generations and limit their ability to respond to their own 
future crises.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/americans-need-forbearance-not-more-stimulus-11587422691
https://www.wsj.com/articles/americans-need-forbearance-not-more-stimulus-11587422691
https://www.wsj.com/articles/less-stimulus-more-overdraft-protection-11585262468
https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/494908-how-to-pay-for-stimulus-checks
https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/494908-how-to-pay-for-stimulus-checks
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/21/policy-focus-a-realistic-approach-to-climate-change/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/21/policy-focus-a-realistic-approach-to-climate-change/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/05/04/the-private-sector-not-the-government-will-make-reopening-the-economy-possible/
https://www.iwf.org/2018/11/16/policy-focus-time-to-modernize-social-security/
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SECURING OUR COUNTRY

	 SECURITY: Allow Legal, Private, Voluntary Increase in Gun Ownership: The 
uncertainty of the pandemic has prompted an increase in gun sales and 
gun ownership. This is something to cheer, not fear. Lawful gun ownership 
is an important part of the American tradition of self-reliance for personal 
safety. Higher rates of gun ownership are associated with lower rates of 
crime, and gun owners are among the most law-abiding of all American 
citizens. We should welcome growth in this demographic and continue to 
protect this critical right. Policymakers should take note of this rise in gun 
ownership during a national crisis and resist the temptation to put in place 
further barriers to the constitutional right to bear arms.

	 SAFETY : Improve Immigration Controls: Having control over who comes 
in and out of our country is not just a legal or economic issue, it is a public 
health issue. The potential for the spread of infectious diseases has always 
been a concern with immigration. Today, with COVID-19, we need fair and 
clear rules applied not only to all immigrants but to visitors and returning 
citizens. Strong borders and better health-related controls will help us 
move forward and minimize the chance of a future pandemic.

	 SECURITY: Review Trade Relationships: Free trade can bring enormous 
benefits when all parties participate in good faith. We should evaluate 
whether our trade partners are acting in good faith. In the case of China, 
we are dealing with a ruthless dictatorship and rising military power, which 
increasingly threatens both America and our allies, and has already tried 
to leverage our trade dependence against us. This relationship deserves 
further scrutiny. 

	 FAIRNESS: Reform International Institutions: Americans have long known 
that entities like the United Nations and its World Health Organization are 
too often beholden to countries that are corrupt, do not respect human 
rights, and fail in terms of transparency and positive engagement with 
the world. The United States has a responsibility to seek reform where it is 
possible, and create decent and reliable alternative coalitions where it is not. 

https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/28/why-the-spike-in-first-time-gun-purchases-amid-coronavirus-is-an-encouraging-sign/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/28/why-the-spike-in-first-time-gun-purchases-amid-coronavirus-is-an-encouraging-sign/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/03/31/safety-for-first-time-gun-owners/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/03/31/safety-for-first-time-gun-owners/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/28/the-supreme-court-punts-on-new-york-citys-gun-law/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/28/the-supreme-court-punts-on-new-york-citys-gun-law/
https://www.iwf.org/2019/06/19/border-crisis-puts-everyones-health-at-risk-pandemics-cant-become-the-new-normal/
https://www.iwf.org/2019/06/19/border-crisis-puts-everyones-health-at-risk-pandemics-cant-become-the-new-normal/
https://www.iwf.org/2019/06/11/the-feds-can-do-more-to-prevent-infectious-disease-at-the-border/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/05/03/china-is-exploiting-the-coronavirus-chaos-to-advance-its-agenda/
https://www.iwf.org/2018/05/18/a-vital-warning-about-china-and-the-looming-decade-of-concern/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/05/11/policy-focus-facing-down-the-rising-threat-of-china/
https://www.iwf.org/2019/09/17/policy-focus-a-real-world-primer-on-the-united-nations/
https://www.iwf.org/2020/04/15/now-is-exactly-the-time-to-investigate-the-whos-catastrophic-public-failures-and-internal-rot/
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